
Think about your needs and how 
much money you can spend. Don’t 
buy the first one that comes along. 
Check on the prices of similar 
vehicles.

Third party insurance is compulsory 
and covers any damage your car 
causes to others. Compare prices 
from several insurance companies.

Include details such as price, mileage, 
any encumbrances, damage and 
anything else the seller says about 
the car. Agree in writing who is going 
to pay the road tax. Use a neutral
 contract.

A used car is often sold “as seen”, 
but the seller is still liable if the car 
is in significantly worse condition 
than anticipated, or if the seller has 
failed to disclose information or 
has misled the buyer.

Check that the car is not subject to 
any debt and that the seller really 
owns the vehicle. Check the service 
record to see that regular servicing 
has been carried out.

The EU test simply looks at safety 
and environmental requirements 
and is not a thorough check of the 
vehicle. Have the car tested at a 
garage as well.

You cannot complain if there are 
faults you should have discovered 
on examination. Take a skilled person 
with you. Test drive several cars. 
Do not buy a car sight unseen.

Complain to the seller quickly if 
you discover faults, preferably in 
writing. Describe the fault and 
state your claim. Make a copy of 
the complaint.

If you arrange a pre-purchase test 
you will receive a report that tells 
you something about the condition 
of the car before you buy it.

Before you can claim a price 
reduction or cancellation of the 
contract, the seller has a right to 
repair the car. This must happen 
within a reasonable time.

1. THINK CAREFULLY ABOUT   	
    WHAT KIND OF CAR YOU 		
    WANT

6. DON’T FORGET INSURANCE 7. CAR SOLD “AS SEEN” – 
   THE SELLER IS STILL LIABLE

8. AN EU TEST SAYS LITTLE 		
    ABOUT THE CAR’S 
   CONDITION

9. COMPLAIN TO THE SELLER   	
    QUICKLY

10. THE SELLER CAN INSIST 
     ON REPAIRING THE FAULT

2. ALWAYS HAVE A WRITTEN 
CONTRACT

3. CHECK ENCUMBRANCES 		
    AND WHO OWNS THE CAR

4. EXAMINE THE CAR CARE		
     FULLY AND TEST DRIVE IT

5. HAVE THE CAR TESTED BY A 	
   GARAGE BEFORE PURCHASE

TEN TIPS WHEN BUYING A USED CAR PRIVATELY
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